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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC HEARING WESTMINSTER COMMENTS (PH-W) 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W1 

Comment PH-W1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W2 

Comment PH-W2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

The maintenance vehicle pullout (MVP)/retaining wall is proposed not to encroach into your 
property, as referenced in Appendix P, Layout L-15. Note that the location of MVPs could 
potentially change during the design phase. Furthermore, the height of the retaining wall 
supporting the MVP is not anticipated to be more than 4 ft high. In addition, the use for MVPs is 
intended for Caltrans maintenance trucks. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W3 

Comment PH-W3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Compensation for Construction Impacts, Air Quality, and Noise/Noise Analysis. 

Comment PH-W3-2 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PH-W3-3 

Please see Response to Comment PH-W3-2. Future traffic noise levels are predicted for the free-
flowing conditions, and soundwalls are recommended to provide noise abatement for the highest 
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possible traffic noise that can be produced by the freeway. Please see Common Response – 
Noise/Noise Analysis. 

Comment PH-W3-4 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling.  

Response to Comment Letter PH-W4 

Comment PH-W4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Two alternatives (Alternatives M8 and M11) with one additional GP lane and one additional HOV 
lane are included in the Draft EIR/EIS in Section 2.2.7, Alternatives Considered but Eliminated 
from Consideration. That section explains each of those alternatives and why they were 
eliminated. For a graphic summary of those alternatives, see Figure 2-39 of the Draft EIR/EIS. 

Comment PH-W4-2 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W5 

Comment PH-W5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in your 
comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Opposition to Tolling.  

Response to Comment Letter PH-W6 

Comment PH-W6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  
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The I-405 Improvement Project may have an effect on property values, but it is not likely to be a 
major change because I-405 is an existing facility within Orange County. In addition, Caltrans 
has found no literature, studies, or evidence that property values decrease because of freeway 
widening near a home. Please see Common Response – Property Values. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W7 

Comment PH-W7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Comment PH-W7-2 

MSATs have the greatest potential to affect the health of residents located adjacent to the project. 
Although the various alternatives would place travel lanes closer to some residences, it is 
anticipated that MSAT exposure, including DPM, would be less than existing conditions. MSAT 
emissions are likely lower than existing levels in the design year as a result of EPA’s and 
California’s control programs that are projected to further reduce MSAT emissions. Please see 
Common Response – Health Risks. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W8 

Comment PH-W8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W9 

Comment PH-W9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 
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Response to Comment Letter PH-W10 

Comment PH-W10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PH-W10-2 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W11 

Comment PH-W11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

We acknowledge the opposition to tolling. The SR-91 Express Lanes are considered successful 
traffic management. They do not eliminate congestion in the GP lanes; they provide an option to 
that congestion to motorists willing to pay a toll. The tolls are set at the rates necessary to maintain 
high-speed operations. For an explanation of how this management works, see the Draft EIR/EIS, 
page 2-20. For additional information, please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling.  

Response to Comment Letter PH-W12 

Comment PH-W12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

As described in Section 4.2.7, Climate Change, of the EIR/EIS, an individual project does not 
generate enough GHG emissions to significantly influence global climate change. Rather, global 
climate change is a cumulative impact.  

The build alternatives future GHG emissions (2020 and 2040) would be greater than the existing 
GHG emissions; however, the build alternatives would result in fewer GHG emissions than the 
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No Build Alternative in 2020 and 2040. It should be noted that the GHG emission reductions 
shown in Tables 4-8 and 4-9 were developed using EMFAC2007 and, unlike criteria pollutants, 
EMFAC2007 does not make assumptions that technological enhancement in engine technology 
would result in reduced GHG emissions in the future; however, the model does result in fewer 
GHG emissions under higher speeds. Table 3.1.6-6 shows that speeds are higher under 
Alternative 3 than under the No Build Alternative. 

The GHG emissions estimates are the potential project contributions to GHGs; however, 
estimates could vary from actual GHG emissions. GHG emissions are dependent on other factors 
that are not part of the EMFAC2007 methodology, such as the fuel mix, rate of acceleration, and 
aerodynamics and efficiency of the vehicles. 

While construction will result in a slight increase in GHG emissions, it is anticipated that the 
project will not result in any increase in operational GHG emissions. Based on the project 
resulting in less congestion and improved safety, Caltrans anticipates that GHG emissions will 
not increase in the future build conditions when compared to the future no-build conditions. It is 
Caltrans’ determination that, in the absence of further regulatory or scientific information related 
to GHG emissions and CEQA significance, it is too speculative to make a determination 
regarding the significance of the project’s direct impact and its contribution on the cumulative 
scale to climate change; however, Caltrans is firmly committed to implementing measures to 
help reduce the potential effects of the project.  

Comment PH-W12-2 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PH-W12-3 

Detailed noise measurements and computer analysis have been conducted to determine possible 
traffic noise impacts and appropriate abatement measures, such as soundwalls. All reasonable and 
feasible noise abatement will be constructed, as described in Section 3.2.7 of the Final EIR/EIS and 
final Noise Abatement Decision Report. Please see Common Response –Noise/Noise Analysis. 

As described in Section 3.2.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS, air emissions will be reduced under all of the 
build alternatives compared to the future No Build Alternative, and no permanent adverse 
project-related air quality effects were identified. MSATs have the greatest potential to affect the 
health of residents located adjacent to the project. Although the various alternatives would place 
travel lanes closer to some residences, it is anticipated that MSAT exposure, including DPM, 
would be less than existing conditions. MSAT emissions are likely lower than existing levels in 
the design year as a result of EPA’s and California’s control programs that are projected to 
further reduce MSAT emissions. Please see Common Response – Health Risks. 
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Response to Comment Letter PH-W13 

Comment PH-W13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Noise/Noise Analysis. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W14 

Comment PH-W14-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PH-W15 

Comment PH-W15-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. As stated on page 2-4 of Section 
2.1.1, Steps Taken to Develop Project Alternatives, in the EIR/EIS, there are no full acquisitions 
of single-family residential properties proposed for any of the build alternatives. Partial 
acquisitions of single-family residential properties and other properties have been minimized to 
the extent feasible. Properties identified for partial acquisition have been identified in Appendix 
A, List of Potentially Affected Properties under Build Alternatives 1, 2, and 3, of the Community 
Impact Assessment. Please see Common Response – Compensation for Property Acquisition. 

Comment PH-W15-2 

Please see Response to Comment PH-W15-1 and Common Responses – Air Quality, 
Noise/Noise Analysis, and Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Comment PH-W15-3 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 
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